Utilegumenn

Segja ma ad utilegumenn séu ,frekir til fjarins® {
islenskri menningu. Peir eru aberandi { bokmenntunum,
4 leiksvidinu og { fornsdgunum. Prjar Islendingasagna
hafa utlaga sem adalpersénu og nagir par ad nefna
Grettis sogu. Utlagar fornsagnanna eru harmranar
personur. Peir eru hart leiknir af graglettni 6tlaganna
eda verda fyrir 6lani af einhverju tagi. Peim er uthyst
ur samfélaginu fyrir citthvad sem i dag virdast litlar
sakir. Samt sem 4dur ber ad hafa i huga a0 flestir voru
utlagarnir afbrotamenn sem treystu sér ekki til ad bua
med 60ru folki. Peir neyddust til ad draga fram lifid
i Gtjadri samfélagsins med ranum og rupli og flentust
utangards. Sogur af utlégum { fornségunum minna oft
a utlagana { villta vestrinu, en margir hafa bent 4 likindi
med pessum sagnaheimum.

Utilegumenn  var  ad
finna 4 Islandi allt fram
2 19. 6ld, en eftit modu-
hardindin 1783 virdist
sem peim hafi farid ad
faekka mjog, en pad ar
d6 einmitt sa pekktasti
peirra, TFjalla-Eyvindur.
Utilegumenn  leitudu
yfirleitt skjols { fafor-
num 6byggdum eins og
4 miohalendinu. Hraun-
breidur voru ogreidar
yfirferdar og audvelt a0
leynast i peim og jafnvel
hegt a0 finna par hella.
Odadahraun var e.tw.

Grettir Asmundarson. Teikning eftir / Drawing by

pekktasti  dvalarstadur <
utilegumanna, en pad nar nanast ad Svartarkoti. Sa bar
er i reynd eina byggoa bolid { grennd vid petta fyrrum
illremda greni atilegumanna. Ségur af atlégum, allt fra
Gretti sterka til Fjalla-Eyvindar 4 18. 6ld, eru enn vid
lyodi { Bardardal.

Syningin
Pad er vel vid hzfi ad syning um utilegumenn sé€ haldin
a0 Kioagili { Baroardal. Titill syningarinnar er Ufilegu-

menn i@ Odddahranni - godsign eda vernleiki? Par er gefid
yfitlit yfir allar hlidar fslenskra atilegumanna, sérstaklega
i ndgrenni Bardardals og med hlidsjon af pjodségum
og munnmalaségum vitt og breitt um landid.

Rabert Arnfinnsson og Inga Dordardsttir sem Kiri og Halla i Fjalla-Eyvindi eftir Jhann Sigutjonsson i Bjsoleikbiisinu
1950. Robert Arnfinnsson and Inga Dirdardittir as Kari and Hatla in Fjalla-Eyvindur by Jihann Sigurjonsson in the
Ieelandic National Theatre in 1950. Ljdsmynd] Photo: Vignir:

Pj6dsogur
Utilegumenn voru ekki bara illgjarnir stigamenn og
pjofar heldur lika gjoful uppspretta fyrir mvintyrapra
folks sem var hneppt { vistarbond og hafdi ad litha ad
hverfa. Mikill fj6ldi sagna er til af samskiptum byggda-
manna og utilegumanna sem hafa leynst einhversstadar
4 6kénnudu halendinu. Utﬂegumennirnir, sem oft eru
a flétta undan réttvisinni, eru sagoir lifa frjalsu lifi eins
og goObzndur { einangrudum délum, pé oft séu ran og
gripdeildir peim mikilvag tekjulind. Train 4 dtilegumenn
var enn svo svo sterk 4 19. 6ld ad xvintyramenn bjuggu
sig ut med nesti og nyja sko til ad finna pa. Peim tokst
ekki a0 finna neinn utilegumann pé rastir 4 halendinu
syni ad einhverjir slikir hafi vissulega dvalid par. Ekkert
bendir samt til pess
a0 peir hafi lifad
pvi g60a lifi sem
pj6dségurnar segja
fra.

Riistir bistadar itilegumanna i Herou-
; ; T
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Ruins of outlaw dwellings at the springs of
Herdubreidarlindir by the eastern edge of
Odddahraun.
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Outlaws

Iceland had its fair share of outlaws. Eatly, as well
as more trecent, literature swarms with stories of
them. They are abundant in the medieval sagas; three
of which have an outlaw as its hero — most notably
Grettir the Strong — and all of them came to tragic
ends. Of course, these three were honourable men
driven out of human society through some unfor-
tunate quitk of fate. However, most outlaws were
simply misfits and criminals, unable to live among
others and forced to eke out a meagre existence on
the edges of society, largely by thieving and banditry.
The stories told in the sagas are often reminiscent of
the outlaws in the “Wild West’, pethaps not surprising
as many have noticed the general similarity between
the Icelandic sagas and the stories of the West.

Outlaws persisted in Iceland until the 19th century.
Although, after the enormous eruptions in The Mist
Hardship in 1783 the number of outlaws seems to
decrease and the most known one, Eyvindur of
the Mountains, died that year. They usually sought

Herdubreid 563 fi norori/ Heroubreid seen from north. 1 jdsmynd) Photo: Sigurlina Tryggradittir

shelter in uninhabited and out of the way places such
as the mountainous Central Highlands and various
lava-beds which provided a twisted and inaccessible
landscape, easy to hide in, and often caves for shelter
as well. Perhaps the most famous outlaw hideout was
Odéadahraun (Foul Deed Lava) which starts only a
short distance from the farm of Svartarkot. In fact,
the farm is the only human habitation in the vicinity
of this infamous lair of brigands. Stories of outlaws,
from Grettir the strong to Eyvindur of the Moun-
tains (18th century), still live in Bardardalur Valley.

Bakgrunnsmyndir/ Pictures in background: Teikning og leiktjald eftir Signrd Gudmundsson milara fyrir Utilegumennina oftir Matthias Jochumsson 1872-3. Set designs by Sigurdnr G for the play Ut (“The Outlans”) by Matthias Jochumsson 1872-3.




The Exhibition

It is only fitting that, in connection with the Svartarkot
Project, an exhibition on Icelandic outlaws is being
held at Kidagil in Bardardalur. Its title is “Outlaws
in Odadahraun — Myth or Reality?” and it gives an
account of all aspects of the Icelandic outlaws, espe-
cially in the vicinity of Bardardalur Valley and paying
special attention to stories and folklore.

Folklore

Outlaws were not just a nasty bunch of brigands and
thieves but also a rich source of escapist storytell-
ing for people living more sedentary lives. Innumer-
able stories tell of dealings between lowlanders and
outlaws and gradually thete evolved a firm belief in
prosperous outlaw settlements hidden somewhere in
the Central Highlands. The outlaws, often fugitives
from justice, were supposed to live free as farmers in
their secluded valleys although often supplementing
their income through banditry. The belief in outlaws
was so strong that some bold adventurers set out to
find these settlements in the 19th century, armed to
the teeth. They didn’t find any although ruins from the
Highlands prove that some outlaws certainly resided
there, but probably not as the prosperous farmers of
popular imagination.
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. L Lilja Guorin borvaldsdittir og Jand
g kona hans (“Eyvindur,of the Mountains and bis wife”).

Jioleikhisinu 1952-3. JAdils as Skugga-Sveinn in

Kidagil
Qpié fra 10. juni - 31. agust kl. 08.00-22.00.

A veturna er opid fyrir hopa eftir pontunum. Pantanir
i sfma 466-1719 / 462-5752.

Gisting og veitingar

i Kidagili eru eins til
fijgurra manna her-  Akureyr
bergi, uppbtin ram.

A sumrin er matsedill.

Hopatilbod allt  ario. Svartarkot
Kaffihladbord er alla Odagahraun
gur’mudaga i ]li]i og Sprengisanddr Askja y
agust.

Open 10th of June - 31st of August 08.00-22.00.
Open by appointments during winter.
Reservations tel. 466-1719 / 462-5752.

Accommodation and catering

In Kidagil we offer rooms for 1-4 persons with bed
linen. Menu during the summer season. Special offers
for groups the whole year. Coffee and buffet every
Sunday in July and August.

SVARTARKOT menning — nattira

www.svartarkot.is

ReykjavikurAkademfan  og  fleiri  frazdastofnanir
starfa med Barddalingum a0 stofnun rannsékna- og
kennsluseturs { Svartarkoti. Haldin verda alpjooleg
haskolanamskeid um sambid manns og nattaru,
islenska og barddaelska menningarsdgu i alpj6dlegu
samhengi. Syningin Utilegumenn { Odadahrauni er
lidur i verkefninu.

SVARTARKOT culture — nature

A research and teaching centre will be established at
Svartarkot in Bardardalur Valley. International courses
will be held, on the relations between humans and
nature as well as local cultural history in global context.
The exhibition is a part of this project.
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