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Samuel Jonsson (1884-1969) hefur verid nefndur ,lista-
madurinn med barnshjartad“. Pegar hann fékk ellilifeyri
byggdi hann listasafn og kirkju, gerdi likon af fjarleegum
merkisbyggingum og maladi listaverk i afskekktum dal
vid ysta haf, an pess ad hafa notid nokkurrar tilsagnar i
myndlist. Ad Brautarholti i Selardal bjoé hann til styttur af
selum, ljonum, seehesti, 6nd med unga sina a bakinu og
af Leifi heppna. Ekki n6g med pad, heldur reisti hann einn
sins lids heila safnbyggingu yfir verk sin auk kirkju sem
hann aetladi ad vardveita altaristoflu sem soknarkirkjan
hafdi hafnad. A veturna maladi hann og skar (it rammana
um verk sin. Eftir ad Samuel Iést 1agu verk og byggingar
hans undir skemmdum i mérg ar.

‘(Fé/ag um endurreisn

Félag um endurreisn listasafns Samduels Jonssonar i
Selérdal var stofnad arid 1998. Tilgangur félagsins er ad
studla ad endurreisn og vidhaldi & listaverkum og bygg-
ingum Samduels og kynna verk hans innan lands sem
utan. Félagid st6d ad séfnunarsyningu i Gallerii Horninu
i Reykjavik arid 1998, par sem myndlistarmenn gafu verk
sin til malefnisins. Félagid studdi gerd leikinnar heimildar-
myndar um Samuel i Selardal sem frumsynd var a Bildudal
og i Reykjavik vorid 1999. Ferdamalarad, Samgonguradu-
neytid og Landsbanki Islands veittu styrki til félagsins &
arinu 1998.

°Uiégerc?ﬁr

Félagid fékk pyska myndhdggvarann Gerhard Konig til ad
gera daetlun um vidgerdir a styttum Samuels og i framhaldi
af pvifér Gerhard til Selardals sumarid 1998 og gerditilraun
til vidgerdar a hluta
af ljénagosbrunn-
inum. Gerhard
hefur reynslu af
slikum  vidgerdum
og tok ad sér verk-
stjorn pegar félagio
hoéf loks vidgerdir a
styttum og bygging-
um Samduels vorid
2004 i samstarfi
vid  landbunadar-
raduneytid. Gerhard hefur unnid ad vidgerdum s.l. sumur
a vegum félagsins. Sumarid 2005 lauk hann vid ad gera
vid styttur Samduels og kom ljdnagosbrunninum i gagn
aftur. Sumarid 2006 vann 15 manna hépur ungmenna
fra Pyskalandi undir stjorn Gerhards ad vidgerdum a
listasafnsbyggingunni og sumari® 2007 voru par 10 manns
i sjalfbodavinnu. Vidgerd a listaverkunum er nd mjog
langt komin. Félagid hefur fjarmagnad verkefnid hingad
til med styrkjum fra einstaklingum, fyrirteekjum og pvi
opinbera. Landblnadarraduneytid lagdi fram fjarmagn til
vidgerda arid 2004. Félagid hefur eftir pad fengid framlog
a fjarlogum, fra Menningarborgarsjédi, Pjodhatidarsjodi,
Styrktarsj6di Baugs Group, Samfélagssjodi Alcan, Jonu
Porvardardéttur ljosmyndara og fleiri ahugasémum ein-
staklingum til ad halda verkefninu afram.
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Framtidardform

Stefnt er ad pvi ad ibud fyrir lista- og freedimenn verdi a
stadnum, i endurgerdu ibudarhdsi Samuels, en sumarid
2008 unnu 8 sjalfbodalidar fra Seeds-samtokunum vid ad
taka nidur gamla ibddarhids Samdels, sem var ordid 6nytt.
Sigurdur Palmi Asbergsson arkitekt hefur teiknad endur-
gerd pess sem stendur til ad verdi ibld og vinnuadstada
fyrir lista- og freedimenn asamt litilli s6lubdd. Eik ehf hefur
hafid framkveemdir vid husid, en fjarmagn skortir til ad
gera pad fokhelt.

mvyagrigir

Félagid hefur latid gera minjagripi til styrktar upp-
byggingunni ad Brautarholti. Gerhard Konig hefur hannad
gripina. Annarsvegar er um ad reeda pusluspil sem syna
ljonagosbrunninn og eru unnin i haefingarstédinni Bjarkar-
asi. Hinsvegar er um ad raeda kerti unnin i kertagerdinni
a Sélheimum sem syna byggingar og styttur Samuels og
fjallahringinn i Selardal. Minjagripirnir fast hja félaginu og
hja Skrimslasetrinu a Bildudal.

Félagid vill pakka peim fjolmorgu sem hafa lagt sitt af
morkum i formi frjdls adgangseyris & stadnum og 6drum
sem hafa lagt verkefninu lid. Félagid tekur vid frjdlsum
framlégum og hefur sett upp séfnunarbauk & stadnum.
Einnig hvetjum vid dhugasama til ad leggja okkur lid
med pvi ad leggja inn & séfnunarreikning félagsins:
512-26-4403. Kt. 440398-2949.




The simQ/e—ﬁearteé artist

Samuel Jonsson (1884-1969) has been called “the artist
innocent at heart.” After retiring and starting to collect a
pension, he painted and constructed remarkable statues
and buildings at Brautarholt in Selardalur, an isolated
valley, without ever having received any artistic training.
He created statues of seals, lions, seahorses, a duck with
ducklings on its back, and Leifur Eiriksson. Working en-
tirely alone, he also constructed a museum building for
his pieces and a church intended to house an altarpiece
he had made and the local parish church had rejected. In
the wintertime, he painted and also carved frames for his
work. After Samuel died, his artwork and buildings were
left unattended and suffered severely from exposure to
the harsh weather condition for many years.

J@ining farces for restoration

An association for the renovation of Samdel Jonsson’s art
museum in Selardalur was founded in 1998. The goal of
the association is to support the restoration and mainten-
ance of Samuel’s artworks and buildings and to promote
his work both domestically and abroad. The association
mounted a charity exhibition at Galleri Hornid in Reykja-
vik in 1998, where various artists donated their works to
this cause. The association also supported the making
of a documentary film about Samuel, which premiered in
Bildudalur and Reykjavik in the spring of 1999.

Restoration work

The association began to restore Samuel’s statues and
buildings in the spring of 2004, in cooperation with the

Samiiel Jonsson 1965.

Icelandic Ministry of Agriculture. Sculptor Gerhard Konig
agreed to supervise the renovations and has worked for
the association for several summers. Gerhard completed
work on Samiel’s statues in the summer of 2005 and got
the lion fountain working again. In the summer of 2006
a group of 15 young people from Germany came to work
under Gerhard’s direction on repairs to the museum build-
ing, and in the summer of 2007 ten volunteers came. The
restoration of Samuel’s artwork is now considerably ad-
vanced.

Future é)/cms

The house that Samuel lived in is being rebuilt and an
apartment for artists and scholars is planned for it. In
the summer of 2008 eight volunteers from the Seeds
organization worked to dismantle the old home, which
was beyond salvaging. Architect Sigurdur Palmi Asbergs-
son has designed a replica of the house which will hold an
apartment and working quarters for artists and scholars
as well as a small shop. The company Eik ehf has started
work on the new house, but it is not yet weather-tight due
to a lack of funds.

Souuenirs

The association offers
souvenirs for sale to
support the restoration
fund of Samduel Jénsson s
art museum. Gerhard
Konig designed both. One
is a jigsaw which shows
the lion fountain. Another
is a candle which shows
Samdel’s buildings and statues as well as the mountains
ringing Selardalur. Both souvenirs are produced at shel-
tered workshops and can be purchased from the associa-
tion, or from the Sea Monster Museum in Bildudalur.

The association is grateful for donations. Its bank account
is 512-26-4403 and its identity number is 440398-2949.
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