Rock’n’roll in Iceland

The rock’n’roll fever besettled Iceland in 1957. It was considered a great threat to
the Icelandic society. The fifties was a time of restrictions and emphasis on national
values, but rock’n’roll was the opposite, introducing freedom and international
trends. Teenagers created their own culture for the first time, but parents were
worried about a fragile future.

The Icelandic radio broadcasted mostly national knowledge and classical music.
The singer Haukur Morthens had a programme on the radio together with talk
show host Jénas Jénasson in 1956. They played on the radio Elvis Presley’s first
45 rpm record with the tracks “Jailhouse Rock” and “Heartbreak Hotel”. Most of
the Icelandic audience didn’'t seem to be ready to rock, but one catholic priest in
Reykjavik was very happy about Elvis’ music. Anyway, parents were glad to have
their children listening to radio programmes instead of behaving wild on the streets.
The radio soon launched a programme where teenageres could send in their
favourite songs. This period didn’t have much tolerance towards international
modern trends. Songs were censored on the Icelandic radio at that time. The first
Icelandic rock’n’roll lyrics “Vagg og velta” (Bill Haley’s song “The Saint’s Rock’'n’roll”)
and “Allt a floti” ("Water, Water” by Tommy Steele) were banned and the records
were demolished on a live broadcast. Maybe there was a kind of a parallel in the
homeland of rock’n’roll at that time where McCarthyism censored “cultural threats”.

The American Base Radio, AFRTS, in Keflavik offered the kind of music Icelandic
teenagers wanted to hear. The Icelandic Radio was not happy about live broadcast
from the Civilian Club on Friday nights, featuring Iceland’s most popular band in
the fifties, the KK-sextet, that played live for half an hour leaving the Icelandic radio
almost without any audience. Many Icelandic rock’n’roll bands played on the
Keflavik Radio and also on the Keflavik Television, but Icelandic Televison was not
launched until 1966. Thorsteinn Eggertsson, “the Icelandic Elvis” appeared on the
Keflavik Television with his band, The Beatniks. Some Icelanders, like Olafur
Stephensen, also had their own radio programmes on the Keflavik Base Radio.
American rock’n’roll movies launched the rock’n’roll fever in Reykjavik in the spring
of 1957 together with 14 rock concerts offered by the English former jazz drummer
Tony Crombie and his Rockets. The concerts were planned to gain funds for the
Icelandic tuberculosis foundation and were supposed to be two or three times at
first, but popularity was such that the concerts became 14. The singer Helena
Eyjolfsdottir appeared there for the first time with Gunnar Ormslev’s band and
dancers like Seemundur Palsson and his mate, Léa started their dancing career.

The most popular bands like KK-sextet and The Svavar Gests’ Orchestra offered
young singers to sing with them on stage. Many of the popular Icelandic singers
in the fifties started as teenagers in a rehearsal with the big bands, often on so-
called “restaurations”, held in the afternoon. In the late fifties many teenager’s
bands were founded. They taped new rock’n’roll songs directly from the Keflavik
Radio or foreign stations, even pirate stations like Caroline. The most poplular
teenage band was PI(t6, later LUd6, that is still playing, fifty years later. Many bands
played in clubs on the American base, at Rockville, at the Officer’s Club or the
Civilian Club, where they could earn four times as much as in a club in Reykjavik.
Some bands played every day of the week.

Three or four record companies published in total five or six Icelandic records each
year in the fifties. Rather few young people had a recordplayer. They had most
often a small traveller’s player with a battery. Records were expensive, it could take
ten hours to earn enough to buy a record. The 45 rpm records were cheaper and
supposed to be unbreakable.

Icelandic society changed rapidly in the fifties. The society had not fallen apart in
spite of rock’n’roll. But then suddenly in 1963 beatlemania changed the situation
again. The band Hljomar from Keflavik were regarded as the Icelandic Beatles. A
new fever made the parents unsecure once again.

Um safnio

Poppminjasafn Islands var stofnad 1998 med pvi ad syningin Bitlabaerinn
Keflavik var opnud a Veitingastadnum Glédinni. Byggdasafni Reykjanesbagjar
var sidan fengin umsjon med safninu. Forstddumadur pess er Sigrin Asta
Jonsdottir. Neesta verkefni safnsins var syningin Stud og fridur, i Duushdsum,
2005 til 2007. Na er unnid ad stefnumaétun fyrir Poppminjasafnid en radgert
er ad pad fai inni i Hljomahollinni, nybyggingu Tonlistarskdla Reykjanesbaejar
vid samkomuhdsid Stapann.

Byggdasafn Reykjanesbagjar heyrir undir Menningarrad Reykjanesbagjar,
sem i sitja: Bjork Gudjonsdéttir, formadur, Iris Jonsdéttir og Gudny Kristjans-
déttir. Starfsmadur radsins er Valgerdur Gudmundsdottir menningarfulltrai.

Um syninguna

Syningarstjori: Sigran Asta Jonsdoéttir

Honnun syningar og skrar, grafisk hdnnun og textagerd:

Olafur J. Engilbertsson/Ségumidlunin ehf.

Myndir: Ljdsmyndasafn Reykjavikur, Filmusafn Heimis Stigssonar,
liosmyndasafn FIH og einkasdfn Kristjans Kristjanssonar, Nokkva
Svavarssonar, Arna Scheving, Elfars Berg, Gardars Gudmundssonar, Sigurdors
Sigurdorssonar, Einars Jaliussonar, Bjorns G. Bjérnssonar o.fl.
Prentun syningar: Syningakerfi ehf.

Prentun skrar: Litr6f Hagprent ehf.

Malning: Spartlarinn ehf.

Smidi: Oskar Gunnarsson.

Rafmagn og ljés: Geisli ehf. og Exton ehf.

Uppsetning: Olafur J. Engilbertsson, Bjérn Ragnarsson og Sigrin Asta
Jénsdoéttir.

Vid pokkum 6llum peim sem hafa lagt okkur lid med margvislegum haetti.

Helstu heimildir

Gunnar L. Hjalmarsson: Eru ekki allir i studi?, Gestur Gudmundsson,
Rokksaga Islands og fjéldi heimildamanna sem getid er i inngangstexta.

Poppminjasafn islands
poppminjasafn@reykjanesbaer.is, poppminjasafn.is

Byggdasafn Reykjaneshajar
byggdasafn@reykjanesbaer.is, reykjanesbaer.is/byggdasafn

Duushus, Duusgbtu 2-8, Reykjanesbae, simi: 421-3796.
Opid daglega fra 13.00-17.30.

ROKKARIN A ISLANDI

Syning i Duushisum, Reykjanesbha



VAGG OG VELTA - rokkarin a islandi

Rokkbylgjan sem skall & landinu af fullum punga vorid 1957 f6l i sér mikla
ogrun vid islenskt samfélag. Sjotti aratugurinn var timi hafta og pjédraekni,
en rokkid bodadi algera andsteedu pess, hdmluleysi og alpjédavaedingu.
Auk pess fundu unglingar i fyrsta sinn hverju peir gatu fengid aorkad med
bvi ad skapa eigin menningu. Hugtakid taningur vard til og tilheyrandi tiska.
Homlulaus tjaning rokksins birtist sem uppreisn fyrir
morgum foreldrum & pessum tima og peir
upplifdu rokkid sem 6grun vid pa brotheettu
framtid sem vid blasti i haftasamfélaginu.

Ritskodun a Rikisutvarpinu o
Utvarpsdagskrain var blanda af pjédlegum | .
frodleik og klassiskri tonlist. Skammirnar dundu |

a Rikisutvarpinu pegar lag med Elvis var leikid
bar fyrst arid 1956 i peetti Jonasar Jonassonar
og Hauks Morthens. Pad eru po6 alltaf
undantekningar fra reglunni. Kapolskur prestur i
Landakoti, Hakon Loftsson, hringdi i pattar-
stjérnendur sérstaklega til ad lysa hrifningu sinni
a Elvis. Reynt var ad halda unga félkinu heima vid
med pvi ad baeta 6skalagapeetti inn a dagskrana sem vard upphafid ad
Logum unga félksins, einum langlifasta paettinum & dagskra Rikisltvarpsins.
Ritskodun & daegurlagatextum a Rikisttvarpinu vekur furdu i dag. |
tidarandanum félst ad folk aetti ekki ad opna upp a gatt fyrir erlendum
menningarstraumum og 6sidsemi sem lesa meetti @ milli linanna. Textar
vid 16gin ,Vagg og velta“ med Erlu Porsteinsdéttur og ,Allt & floti“ med
Skapta Olafssyni voru bannadir og ekki matti leika 16gin i RikisGtvarpinu.
Afleidingin vard su ad pléturnar seldust enn betur. Dramatiskar adgerdir a
bord vid paer ad brjota pldtur i beinni Gtsendingu vegna meintrar 6sidsemi
eda vanvirdingar vid pjodskald tidkudust i pa daga, en minna nud einna helst
a einangrunarstefnu alraedisrikja. En i slikum adgerdum ma lika finna
samsvorun vid McCarthy-ismann i sjalfu landi frelsisins sem gat af sér
vaggio og veltuna.

Rokkinu ttvarpad fra Keflavik

Keflavikuratvarpid var med pa tonlist & bodstélum sem aesku landsins pyrsti
i. Geetti togstreitu & milli pess og RikisUtvarpsins, einkum pegar beinar
Utsendingar voru fra Civilian Club & fostudagskvoldum par sem KK-sextettinn
Iék og hlustun a RikisUtvarpid meeldist vart & Faxafléasvaedinu. Fleiri islenskar
hljdmsveitir & bord vid Hljdma komu fram i Keflavikuritvarpinu og auk KK

kom Porsteinn Eggertsson fram i sjonvarpi hersins med hljémsveit sinni
Beatniks. Islendingar satu einnig hinum megin hljédnemans & Vellinum.
Olafur Stephensen sa um Gtvarpspatt i KeflavikurGtvarpinu & timabili undir
dulnefninu Sonny Greco.

Bandariskar rokkbiomyndir sem syndar voru i Reykjavik vorid 1957 og
rokktonleikar hins breska Tony Crombie og hljdomsveitar hans,
The Rockets, sem SIBS hélt | Austurbaejarbi6i pad sama vor,
gerdu pad ad verkum ad sannkallad rokkaedi greip um sig hja
islenskum unglingum. P4 kom Helena Eyj6lfsdottir
fyrst fram og akvad ad helga sig tonlistinni. Danspor
eins og Seemi rokk og Ldéa foru ad syna listir sinar,
hvort sem pad var i biosélum, & tonleikum eda
dansleikjum.

Allir upp a svio
Vinseaelustu danshljomsveitir landsins, KK-
sextettinn, Hljomsveit Svavars Gests og fleiri
pbekktar sveitir, gafu ungum séngvurum
teekifeeri til ad spreyta sig a svidinu, oft a
svonefndum ,restaurasjonum® um midjan dag. Elly
Vilhjalms sl6 fyrst i gegn i prufu hja KK nokkrum arum adur
en rokkaedid skall a. En med rokkinu kom fram fjoldi ungra
sbngvara sem gerdi Ut & pad ad ,na vel“ hinum og pessum
rokkstjornum. Oli Aglistsson og Porsteinn Eggertsson voru
badir kenndir vid Elvis Presley; Gardar Gudmundsson var kalladur
hinn islenski Tommy Steele og Siggi Johnnie nadi vel ymsum stjornum medal
blokkumanna og maladi sig jafnvel i framan med skosvertu pvi til aréttingar.
KK-sextettinn var med prufur fyrir unga séngvara, einskonar ldol-keppni
bess tima og kom Mjoll Hélm fyrst fram a slikri skemmtun i Austurbaejarbidi
og einnig Silja Adalsteinsdottir, nd ritstjori og rithdfundur. Skapti Olafsson
og hljémsveit hans fengu lika unga songvara eins og Harald G. Haralds og
Stefan Jénsson, sidar i LUdo, upp a svio.
Pegar leid ad lokum sj6tta aratugarins spruttu fram unglingahljomsveitir
sem toku upp a segulband Ur Keflavikurutvarpinu, Radio Luxemborg eda
jafnvel sjoraeningjastddvum eins og Caroline. Svo voru nyjustu 16gin leikin
a balli strax daginn eftir. Pekktust slikra hljomveita vard PIuto, sidar Lido.
[slenskar hljomsveitir gatu fjorfaldad tekjur sinar med pvi ad spila i klibbum
a Vellinum. Pad var mikid lif og fjor i hljomsveitabransanum og pekktustu
sveitirnar spiludu nanast a hverju kvoldi vikunnar, ymist i Reykjavik eda a
Vellinum, einkum i Civilian Club, Officer’s Club eda i Rockville.

Hradar samfélagshreytingar

Prjar til fjorar plotubudir voru i Reykjavik sem sinntu jafnframt Gtgafu. Fyrstu
islensku 45 snuninga pléturnar komu a markadinn 1954. peger voru auglystar
sem 6brjétanlegar og voru odyrari en storar plotur sem gat tekid allt ad tiu
tima ad vinna fyrir. AG medaltali voru gefnar Gt fimm til sex islenskar plétur
a ari a rokkarunum. Erlendar plétur komu seint og pad gat pvi komid sér
vel ad pekkja millilandasjomenn eda flugfreyjur.

Unglingamenningin blémstradi og samfélagid breyttist hratt um 1960.
Unglingastadurinn Lid6 var opnadur 1959 og rokkid var jafnvel tekid i satt.
Pad kom i ljés ad samfélagid for ekki i bal og brand p6 unglingarnir hefdu

sitt rokk og rél. En pegar allt virtist vera a godu réli arid 1963 kom bitlid og
breytti 6llu aftur. Unglingahljomsveitin Hljomar fra Keflavik purfti ad skipta
um hargreidslu og takt. Nytt unglingazedi skall &, 6ld taningsins var sannarlega
runnin upp.

Eg vil pakka peim fjolmorgu sem lagt hafa fram efni til pessarar syningar i
formi frasagna; Olafi Stephensen, Porsteini Eggertssyni, Kristjani Kristjanssyni,
Arna Scheving, Helenu Eyjélfsdéttur, Skapta Olafssyni, Ola Agustssyni,
Haraldi G. Haralds, Jonasi Jonassyni, Ragnari Bjarnasyni, Mjoll H6Im, Silju
Adalsteinsdéttur, Steinunni Johdonnu Hrébjartsdéttur, Sigga
Johnnie og Birni G. Bjornssyni. Einnig vil ég
pbakka peim moérgu sem hafa lagt til myndir
Ur einkas6fnum sinum; Nokkva Svavarssyni,
Gardari Gudmundssyni, Elfari Berg, Ola
Agustssyni, Sigurdér Sigurdérssyni, Einari
Jaliussyni, Fridp6ri Eydal, Arna Scheving,
Kristjani Kristjanssyni og Helenu Eyjoifsdéttur.
Gunnari L. Hjalmarssyni pakka ég fyrir 1é0a
texta sem vitnad er i & syningunni. Pa vil ég
sérstaklega pakka Eggerti P6r Bernhardssyni,
Jénatani Gardarssyni, Joni Kr. Olafssyni, Olafi
Gauki, Eyjolfi Herbertssyni, Ranari Jaliussyni,
Rikisttvarpinu, Landsbékasafni islands-
Haskélabékasafni, Kvikmyndasafni islands, FiH,
Ljésmyndasafni Reykjavikur, Borgarleikhdsinu og

Ollum peim sem lagt hafa lid.

Pad er ekki um audugan gard ad gresja hvad snertir
muni fra rokkdrunum og pyrfti ad gera vardveisluatak. En vardveitt efni,
myndir og frasagnir svo margra varpa sterku ljési a petta moétunarskeid
islenska rokksins og um leid samfélagsins.

Olafur J. Engilbertsson
syningarhofundur






